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Overseas Chinese organization is becoming one of the hottest topics in the 
researches about overseas and ethnic Chinese. Because of internal and external 
reasons, the globalization of overseas Chinese organizations is notable in the recent 20 
years. As a result, various cosmepolitical associations of different clans come into 
existence. This study focuses on the characteristics, internal and external growing 
motivities, main functions, and operating logic of World Family Associations (WFA). 
This study is of great referential significance because of the acceleration of 
globalization and the generalization of cross-border corporations. Additionally, it is a 
great useful supplement for the thematic research of associations’ internationalization 
to study overseas Chinese organizations in-depth.  
TEH Family Association in a village located in south Fujian, which is a branch 
association of World TEH Family Association，is selected as a case study. The 
cross-border activities of TEH Family Association is described using case study 
method, aimed to pry into the general affairs of World TEH Family Association 
indirectly. With the case study of TEH Family Association and the related references, 
the characteristics, internal and external growing motivities, main functions, and 
especially, operating logic of WFA are discussed in-depth. 
It is found out that WFA have formed worldwide economic and social networks 
and its operating logic can be categorized into inherent operation mechanism and 
extrinsic integration mechanism. The inherent operation mechanism, which is the key 
mechanism to maintain WFA, allows the members of associations to acquire 
economic interests from the transformation of economy and social capital by using the 
worldwide economic and social networks. On the other hand, the extrinsic integration 
mechanism can realize the integration of ethnic group in the association through 
various ceremonies and activities, such as ancestor worship, which can certainly 
enhance the belongingness and ethnic identity. In this study, in order to have the 
rational knowledge, social capital theory and ceremony theory are adopted to explain 
the operating process of associations as WFA in detail.  
Different from the previous researches on overseas clan associations, most of 
which have some limitations such as singleness of viewpoints and lack of theory 
background, this study is based on sociology theory and using the macroscopic and 
structured viewpoints to analysis the performance of WFA in-depth.  
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